
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Steve G. 
 

MMM CELEBRATE 20th 
RETREAT! 

On October 13-15, eight men from St. James 
joined for a weekend of Bible study and 
fellowship at the 20th annual Men’s Morning 
Ministry Retreat.  With Pastor Kassulke’s 
retirement, Ted G. hosted the retreat this 
year at his and Ramona’s cabin near 
Necedah. 
 
Everyone arrived by early Friday evening, 
after which the first study session was held.  
Pastor Marquardt organized the study on the 
theme of A Day in the Life.  Over the course 
of the weekend, the attendees considered A 
Man and His…Work, A Man and 
His…Hobbies, A Man and His…Family, and 
A Man and His…God.  In addition to Friday 
evening, sessions were held Saturday 
morning, Saturday afternoon, and Saturday 
evening.  The retreat wrapped up with a 
devotional service on Sunday morning 
where Pastor’s message tied the whole 
weekend together, and the men had the 
privilege of sharing the Lord’s Supper with 
other. 
 
The group is blessed to have a couple of 
men who are excellent and willing cooks.  
Many of the guys also brought snacks or 
homemade bakery.  To say that it was a 
great feast would be an understatement.  
Certainly, no one left hungry!  Between 
study sessions and meals, there was also 

some time for a little recreation or just good 
conversation.  The campfire was burning 
through most waking hours. 
 
A key to each retreat is that “what happens 
on the retreat stays on the retreat.”  The 
knowledge that what is said will remain in 
confidence allows the men to speak openly 
and freely about anything, and you never 
know what direction a discussion or 
informal conversation might head.  This 
shared trust, and the environment that allows 
everyone to get to know each other outside 
of the oftentimes more formal setting inside 
of St. James, is what has made the retreat so 
successful for so many years. 
 
If you’re a man and would like to experience 
a retreat, consider visiting or joining Men’s 
Morning Ministry.  The group meets at 7:00 
a.m. in the Gathering Space on the second 
and fourth Saturday of each month.  The 
relationships established in that group make 
possible the deeper relationship-building 
that occurs on the retreat.  If you have 
questions or would like to know more, speak 
with Pastor Marquardt or Steve G. We 
always have an open seat for you! 
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Buildings/Grounds 
Submitted by Richard G. 

The heating and cooling units on the 
gym roof had their biannual inspection 
and filters changed in October. They 
are ready for the winter months ahead. 
 
There had been problems with the 
alarm system going off for several 
days. A technician was called in to 
look at the system and discovered that 
the sensors in the gymnasium were out 
of alignment. The sensors were aligned 
properly again, and this should take 
care of the problem. 
 

The vines have been trimmed from 
the fence to allow visibility of the 
signs requesting that all cars be 
parked facing the fence. Please park 
so the exhaust fumes do not bother 
the neighbors when you start your 
car. This rule should apply to the 
59th Street parking lot as well as 
there are neighboring houses close 
 to our fencing. 

Fellowship 
Refreshments 

Submitted by Phil C. 

Doesn’t the cooler weather make you want to 
warm the house with a hot oven and bake 
something?  Beginning in mid-November, you will 
have just the chance to do so by hosting the 
refreshments in the Gathering Place after Sunday 
Worship services!  Store-bought or homemade, 
everyone can take a turn (or two) in hosting our 
after-worship refreshments.  Simply sign up for a 
date on the bulletin board outside the Gathering 
Place and plan something sweet for about 60 
people.  The worship elders will continue to 
provide beverages.  Sign up alone, as a pair, or as a 
team.  It’s up to you! 
 
Questions?  Talk to Phil C. or Lee M..  Stay tuned 
for more announcements. 

Membership Changes 

Welcome: Neal & Elaine Doerr 
Deaths: Robert Taus 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance Committee Report 
St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Summary Financial Information 
9/1/17-9/30/17 
       Actual      Budget 
       Y-T-D       Y-T-D  
Year to date 
   Total Revenue  $ 16,728.94            $ 21,177.08 
 
Year to date 
   Total Expenses  $ 20,598.30            $ 23,465.61 
 
 Net Gain/(Loss)  ($   3,869.36)           ($2,288.53) 

 
 
 
 

2 

November 
Birthdays 

Robin E. 
Margaret M. 

Karen V. 
Lucille L. 
Lucille M. 
Susan R. 
Caden S. 

Willamina S. 
Michelle K. 

Lee M. 
Nancy J. 
Megan S. 
Marty L. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You! 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

OVERWEHLMED!  There is no other way 
to describe how I felt at the celebration of 
my retirement.  I was overwhelmed by your 
loving words, generous gifts, and the 
blessed fellowship that we shared in both 
worship and at dinner.  Thank you for all of 
it. 

It was my privilege to serve the Lord by 
serving you as your pastor for so many 
years.  When I came to St. James in 1984, I 
never expected to be there over 30 years.  
But, the Lord had other plans and I have 
always found great blessings in his will for 
me.  Each of you were and still are a part of 
the fabric of God's blessings in mine and my 
family's life.  Thank you for being God's 
tools for blessing us all. 

Thank you for being patient with me as I 
matured into the person that I am today.  
Thank you for your concern for my family 
as they grew, also.  Thank you for giving 
me of your time to teach the truths of God.  
Thank you for letting me lead you in 
worship and for hearing me out in my long 
and, sometimes, longer sermons. 

I pray that God continues to bless each one 
of you in your walk with him.  Be as patient 
with Pastor Marquardt as you were with me.  
Continue to grow in the truths of God's 
Word.  It will be important for you to do so 
as the love of many is growing cold. 

Becky and I will be keeping you, separately 
and corporately, in our regular prayers. 

Go with God and find blessing for each and 
every day! 

Pastor and Becky Kassulke 

Keeping Home 
Computers Safe 

By Don Bray 

Chief Information Officer, WaterStone Bank 

Many people practice good IT security habits – they 
hover over a link and verify the web address before 
clicking, they do not open emails from unknown senders, 
and they create strong passwords. It appears this person is 
doing a great job protecting their computers and personal 
information, but what about the other users of the 
computer? 
 
In many homes, a computer is shared between multiple 
family members. Often there is a primary account with 
additional accounts for other users. This is where security 
awareness needs to be addressed at a larger “family 
level”. Data on the machine can become seriously 
impacted or compromised with one bad click. 
 
Kids are known for “speed clicking” and accepting most 
prompts that emerge on the computer screen. They may 
not be as familiar with IT security habits, and as a result 
they “click and go”. 
 
As a parent and user of the computer, it is essential that 
good security habits are continuously taught and instilled 
in all users. Take time to explain how to hover, how to 
handle unknown emails and attachments, and how to 
react if your computer displays a message or alert. 
 
Patching your operating system and updating your virus 
software is critical! Humans tend to be the weakest link 
for IT security. With repetitive education you can 
properly safeguard your data. New threats emerge 
frequently and only require the end user to let their guard 
down once. 
 
As I always say, when it comes to IT Security – “UR IT”. 
Educate your family today and reduce or avoid headaches 
tomorrow. 
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THIS AND THAT 
 Where Did That Word Come From? 
 Stepchild: The step doesn’t refer to their position on the family 
tree. Rather, step came from steop, an Old English word that 
referred to bereavement. Originally, a stepchild was an orphan. 
 
Quicksand: It’s quicksand because I’s so fast, right? Nope. Here, 
quick has a more archaic meaning – alive or living, an apt 
description for the way quicksand moves. 
 
Cutlet: This term comes from costelette, a French term meaning 
“little rib.” It has nothing to do with the English word cut. 
 
Piggyback: This word doesn’t really relate to pigs. It’s probably 
derived from the sixteenth-century term pick-a-pack or pick-
pack, which referred to carrying something on your shoulders. 
 
Good-bye started off as “God be with you.” Eventually, God 
changed to good and the rest of the phrase was contracted. The 
same thing happened with “good day” and “good morning.” 
 

Tidbits & Trivia from Tyndale Publishing 
 
 
 Thoughts On Saying Hello. 

Jim Kraus, Publisher,  
Tyndale House Publishers 

  I don’t imagine myself to be an intimidating character. If you 
saw me on the street, you would not be persuaded to cross to the 
other side to avoid my menacing countenance. Couple that with 
the fact that I am most often I public with the noble dog Sadie, a 
14-pound bundle of miniature schnauzer fluff with a high-
pitched, mouse-like bark. 
  When the good dog Sadie and I are take our walks, we often 
come across other walkers on the suburban streets. When we 

encounter other dogs, Sadie has to run up and greet them, hoping they 
want to play with her. With dog people, we generally exchange 
pleasantries – usually about dogs or sometimes the weather. 
  But a puzzling development has gotten my attention. Perhaps 10 
percent of the people we pass, those sans canines, don’t respond to my 
greeting. I always say “Good morning” or “Hello” or offer some sort 
of acknowledgement. But the silent 10 percent just keep walking 
without responding. They’re not plugged into earbuds – I check. They 
just choose not to respond. 
  At the supermarket where I shop most often, the management has 
hired a number of people with physical or mental challenges. The job 
of one fellow is retrieving shopping carts from the parking lot. 
Without fail, he greets everyone he sees with a very cheerful hello, 
making reference to the Cubs, or the weather, or asking if they’re 
having a good day. I look forward to seeing him because he is so 
consistently cheerful and appears to thrive on engaging the market 
customers. His small part in the store’s operation makes me feel good 
about shopping there. 
  I wonder if he, too, encounters people who refuse to acknowledge his 
greetings. I suspect he does. 
  It seems to be a sad commentary on modern life that we are too busy 
or intimidated to respond to someone’s hello. I am sure there are 
people who “don’t want to get involved,” so they retreat from all 
involvement – even returning a “Good morning.” 
  It doesn’t take much – offer a hearty greeting to those you meet. It 
won’t cost anything and can brighten someone’s day. 
  Make sure you do that, especially next Sunday at church. You’ll feel 
better for it. And those being greeted will feel better, too.   

UPCOMING SPECIAL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
Thursday, November 23 – Thanksgiving Day Service – 9:00 AM 

 

Wednesday, December 6 – Advent Midweek Services – 3:45 & 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, December 13 - Advent Midweek Services – 3:45 & 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, December 20 - Advent Song Service – 6:30 PM ONLY 

Sunday, December 24 – Regular Service – 9:00 AM 

Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve – 6:30 PM 

Thursday, December 28 – No Church Service 

Sunday, December 31 – Regular Service – 9:00 AM 

Sunday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve – 6:30 PM         4 


